do not go all the way up with it [to the top, the roofing] but if the walls 
go all the way up with it to the roofing, it is valid.” 


1:4: Hoshaiah raised the following question: “[In the case of a sukkah 
twenty cubits tall,] if one brought a plank [suitable for serving as 
sukkah roofing] and placed it [at an angle] on the piece of a column 
[ten handbreadths high, set in the middle of the sukkah], it is obvious 
that if one should measure from the board [which extends at an angle 
upward to the roof of the sukkah], there is a distance of twenty cubits 
[or more, as the board projects beyond the sukkah roofing]. If, on the 
other hand, one measures from the ground [to the height of the pillar, 
that is, the point at which the board is located], there is not a distance 
of twenty cubits. “How do you treat [the sukkah roofing that is above 
the ground but not above the board]? “Is it deemed equivalent to 
invalid air space, or to invalid sukkah roofing? [That is, in line with M. 
1:11, sukkah roofing may not be four cubits distant from the wall. The 
board that protrudes above twenty cubits is equivalent to a suspended 
side of a sukkah. In accord with M. 1:10, if a suspended side is three 
handbreadths above the ground, it is invalid. Now the problem is clear. 
If we take as definitive the part of the board outside of the upper 
ceiling of the sukkah, then it encompasses contained air space too large 
to constitute a valid sukkah. How much? Three handbreadths is the 
criterion. If we take account of the part of the board within the sukkah 
but separated from the wall, then if the sukkah roofing is four 
handbreadths or more from the wall, it is invalid. ] “If you treat it by 
the criterion of invalid contained air space, it invalidates at the 
measure of three handbreadths. “If you treat it by the criterion of 
invalid sukkah roofing, it invalidates only at the measure of four 
cubits.” 


1:5: If a sukkah was lower than ten handbreadths, and one hung up in 
it garlands [of produce, as decorations] which are suitable to serve as 
sukkah roofing, the garlands diminish the height of the sukkah to less 
than what is required [ten handbreadths], so that the sukkah is invalid. 
But if not [that is, if the garlands are not suitable to sene as sukkah- 
roof’ng], while they diminish the height of the sukkah, they do not 
invalidate it. If a sukkah was taller than twenty handbreadths, and one 
hung up in it garlands [as decorations] which are suitable to sene as 
sukkah roofing, the garlands diminish the height of the sukkah to less 
than its excessive height, so that the sukkah is valid. But if not, while 
they diminish the height of the sukkah, they do not validate it. [In the 
case of C, the garlands suitable to serve as sukkah roofing are deemed 
to do so, with the result that, hanging down as they do, they diminish 
the height of the ceiling to what is within the required limits. ] 


